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turity. In a general way adolescent nations are the "have-nots," the ones
who not only want more territory, larger markets, larger resources, but
also are actively out to get them.
When an adolescent country has been fairly successful in attaining its
aims, or at least has gone as far as it reasonably can in that direction, it
settles down into maturity. During the adolescence of the United States
we purchased Louisiana and Alaska, quarreled with England about Ore-
gon and Washington, took huge slices of land from Mexico, annexed
Hawaii, and ended by taking various islands from Spain. Now, however,
we are well content with our boundaries. We are even willing to give
up some possessions, such as the Philippines. Great Britain is similarly
mature. Its vast empire contains all manner of resources, and these are
available for the home country and the dominions as long as Britain
remains master of the sea. France, the Netherlands, and Belgium are
similarly mature, satisfied, and anxious to keep things as they are. Coun-
tries such as Sweden and Switzerland feel the same way, not so much
because they have all that they want, but because they are comfortable
and can see no way of getting more. Their attitude is wholly different
from that of countries such as Germany, Italy, Japan, and Russia, all of
which were in the adolescent stage when the second World War broke
out in 1939.
When old age arrives, a country begins to break up. Spain's loss of
her colonies was a sign of old age. So was the break-up of the old
Austro-Hungarian Empire at the end of the first World War. China is
an outstanding example of an old country which has been crumbling to
pieces bit by bit throughout the present century, Turkey, too, was in
the old, weak stage, until the first World War stripped off a large part
of its territory and left a homogeneous core which forms a vigorous young
nation. One reason for old age is that in their adolescence and early
maturity nations add to themselves areas which are alien to them in lan-
guage, religion, ideals, or race. Such alien areas seek self-government or
strive to join other political units which are more to their liking.
Geographical Environment and Expansion
The" expansion of nations in their adolescent stage is especially sensi-
tive to the influence of geographical environment. The general principle
involved is this: when a nation is somehow stimulated to action it often
attempts to expand in many directions, or in the wrong direction. Ulti-
mately, by a process of trial and error it discovers the easiest line of
expansion and follows that. The ease with which a country can expand
depends largely on the geographical environment. Mountains and plains
are important in this respect, for it is generally much easier to expand

